
NOTEBOOKS 
ON IMPERIALISM 

(Extract) 

"Notebooks on Imperialism" con-
tain materials gathered by Lenin 
for his book "Imperialism, the 
Highest Stage of Capitalism". 
The Notebooks were first publis-
hed in a separate volume in 1939. 

SIEGFRIED, NEW ZEALAND 

Andre Siegfried,  New Zealand, Berlin, 1909. 
(N.B. Chapter 28: "Imperialism.") 

A very useful outline of a broad economic and poli-
tical scope. The distinctive feature of "imperialism": 
exclusiveness. The yellow race is 
completely barred from en- 
tering the country. Savage 	N.B. 
restrictions (e.g., Y 100!!! - p. 190) on immi- 
gration in general. A country at the edge of the 
world (four days to Australia!). Almost as big 
as Italy, but with a population of less than one 
million!!! (9 0 0,0 0 0 - p. 189; 929,000 in 
1907, p. 234; half of France) ((magnificent cli- 
mate, etc.)). 

"Snobbishness" of the population (Chapter XXI): ser-
vility towards the aristocracy ("Sir" is a title of ho-
nour, before which they crawl), the British monarchy, the 
Court, etc., etc. Population growth is very lo w. 

A country of inveterate, backwoods, thick-headed, 
egotistic philistines, who have brought their "c i v i -  
lisation" with them from England and keep it to 
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themselves like a dog in the manger, (Exterminated the 
natives - the Maoris - by fire and sword; a series of 
wars,) 

Example: persecution of the Austrian (N.B.) 
workers who emigrated to New Zealand (1893, 1898-) (p. 
191): the "Labour Party" attacked them. 

Equal rights for women. - Campaign against alcoho-
lism. - Clericalism: intense religiosity; numerous sects. 

Opposed to union with Australia: we are Eor oursel-
ves. We are "the best country in the world" (293) (:!)... 

"New Zealand imperialism" (p. 294).... Its 
"special form" (ibidem)... "colonial jingoism" 
(295 idem 296), which might be described as 
"Australasian imperialism" (295). 

TWo trends of imperialism (fully compatib-
le); 

1) Great-Power imperialism (participa-
tion in the imperialism of Great Bri- 

N.B. 	 taro). 
"iocat 	11 	a) "Local imperialism" (295) - its i- 

r impeial-ism" H solationism... excIuSifeness. 
Protest against the French presence in New Caledo-

nia - against the German occupation of Samoa (297), etc. 
This leads to irreconcilable hostility because of the 
"Greater New Zealand" idea.... 

In June 1901 New Zealand annexed the Cook Archipe- 
lago. 

New Zealand is Great Britain's most "faithful", loy-
al colony. 

][
The national debt: 

5.51,200,000 (out of 
66,500,000) - Bri-
tish capital 
Trade - 66 per 
	_ cent with Britain 

Primp Minister Seddon - a representative of Australasian 
impgTlism.  "An imperialist of the first water" 
(310) ... (he died June 10, 1906. Was Prime Mi-
nister (1893-1906) (p. 71)) 
His first trip to Britain - 1897 
H  second " " 	" 	- 1902  

"The champion of soo.fai p 
I c y in him (Seddon) began to yield 

pride of place to the imperiaTiet 
and protectioni8t statesman" (311). Although 
a reformer (favoured reforms in New Zealand) 
- in 'Britain he made up to the Toriell. The 
Conservatives lavished praise on the "socia-
list Soddon" (311). The Times, June 
18, 1902, praised Seddon, the radical, the 
democrat, the imperialist:: 
(quotation p. 311). 

Growth of the idea and practice of preferential ta-
riffs.... 

Their "socialism": "The Kew Zealanders are 
practical and opportunist to the point of cyni-
cism" (67) - - - and the workers too (67), they 
are wholly "conservative", they have something to 
"guard" (ibidem). 	• 

(Seddon - a representative of the 
the Liberal Party" (68)). 

Labour protection legislation -
factory inspection - and of work in 
the home - a 48-hour working week 
(law of 1901) for men, 45 hours for 
women - mAnimum wage, etc. imperialist 

the 

Compulsory arbitration, etc. 
The "key" to all this is protec- 	ist;Trgi= 

tionism (140) and industrial p r 0 s- 	workers by 
perity.... ((It could not be 	 social 
maintained under free trade).... Old- 	reforms 
age pensions (at 65). ... 

Creation of small landownership; large estates (sto-
len, etc., in the-riaTe'st fashion from the Maoris, etc.) 
bought out and sold to smallholders - that is "'democracy, 
but not sociaUse (175). ((True!)) 

"Converting big landownership into small: That is 
whit the French revolution did, too" (175).... 
(...) 

LOW Vol. 39, p. 531-533. 

N.B. 
social 
policy 
+imper-
ialism! 

N.B. 

N.B. 

Arch-patriots in 
the Boer war (307) 
... (sent troops 
against the Boers) 

N.B. 

'labour group in 
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movvment in Can a- 

C...) 
THE LABOR MOVENENT IN CANADA 

The labour 
d a (''bourgE2i5ified") 

skilled, and especi-
ally the EogliSh-speaking, part of 
the working class i 
completely bourgeoisifl-
ed. Its conception of trade unio-
nism is still wholly that of the 
old, narrow-minded English trade 
unions. Besides, spiritually they 
are still completely in the grip 
of the church. Ta be regarded as 
an 'apostate' is the deepest sha-
me, 'respectability' is the high-
est honour." This is beginning to 
change: a spirit of discontent ... 
rising living costs. "Today forty-
two men actually control more than 
a third of the country's total 
wealth".... The petty bourgeoisie, 
especially in agriculture, is a-
gainst the trusts. (Die NOW 
1913-14, 32, 1, p. 382, a para-
phrase of an article by Gustav 
Meyer: "Agrarian Discontent in Ca-
nada" from The New Re7.5ieW, 
1 9 1 3, September.) 

Ibidem, p. 3 8 4 on South 
Africa (the (land) (9). Workers con-
cist of Chinese, Kaffir and whites 
(ruined by the Boer War). Endless 
tyranny by the British capita-
lists, the mine owners and the gO-
vernment. Little by little a class 

(9) District in Trransraal, South Africa, 

struggle of an the wage workers 
is developing, but slowly "owing 
largely to the hesitant attitude 
of the conservative and narrow-
minded labour leaders, who are 
still wholly in thrall to the old 
trade unionism" (from the Interna-
h'znat Sokcialiet Review, 1913, Oc-
tober, paraphrase). 

TAG! vol. 3., p, 593-694. 

THE JAPANESE AND THE CHAUVINISM 
OF THE AMPIOCAN WORKERS 

Dig Nee Zeit, 1913 (31, 2), p. 410-12 pone 20, 1913). 

N.B. 
chauvinism among workers 

Erwin Oudde, "New Excep- 
tional Law against Japane-
se in the United States" 
(Date: San Francisco, May 
21, 1913). 

This law, which forbids the 
Japanese to buy land (it can be 
leased only for three years) was 
signed by the Governor on May 19, 
1913, despite objections by Wood-
row 

This is "an exceptional law 
of the worst kind" (410) - "a po-
licy even worse than the Prussian 
policy towards the Poles" (412). 

The American workers, too, 
are guilty of chauviniem 
(N. B.) (412). "The gentleman of 

labour 
movement 
in Canada 

(hourgeoisified) 

42 men ... 
one-third 

of all wealth 

South 
Aft' i 

"labour 
leaders" 
narrow-
minded, 

conservative 
old trade 

unions officials 
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the American Federation of Labour 
not only want to deprive the 'yel- 
lows' of all rights, but want to 	1111 
drive them out of the country al- 
together" (411). 	

il N.B. 

This exceptional law "is 
proof that the population of Cali- 	Workers 
fornia, and above, all its working 	back 
class, are doing yeoman's service 	imperialists.... 
for the American imperi'al-
i s t s, who for years have been 
preparing for a war against Japan. 
The Socialist Party, too, has been 	Socialist 
found wanting in this matter" 	 Party 
(411). 	 1111 too! 

This law is "only a link in a long chain of laws" 
(412),... 

LCW vol. 39, p. 627. 


